
 

 2016-17 Youth Basketball Bylaws  
 

PURPOSE 
The primary purpose of the Morristown Parks & Recreation Department (MPRD) Youth Basketball League is to 
provide structured recreational opportunities for players and spectators during a definite schedule of regulation 
league play.  
 
BYLAWS 
Morristown Parks and Recreation staff reserves the right to make any decisions that may result in changes, 
temporary or permanent, regarding any part of the bylaws. Changes made will be with the goal of providing for 
the best interest of the program operations and its participant(s). 
 
OFFICIAL RULES 
The official rules for league play shall be those set forth by the National Federation of State High Schools 
Association (NFHS). MPRD reserves the right to make any changes deemed necessary for the best interest of the 
program. 
 
GAME OFFICIALS 
Game officials are designated by MPRD to be in complete charge of the game(s) they are assigned to. The gym 
supervisors are responsible for the operation of the facilities, but they can call technical fouls for dunking in 
absence of the official. 
 
LEAGUE SCHEDULE 
The league schedule will be drawn up by MPRD staff, and sent by e-mail to the designated team managers.  
(An active e-mail is required for all communication from MPRD; schedules, memo notifications, etc…) 
Schedules, game results, and any updates will also be posted on the www.mymorristown.com website. 
Notification of postponed games will be sent through the text alert system. Sign up for this free service at 
www.citizentribune.com. If school is canceled because of inclement weather, all practices will also be 
canceled. Decisions to cancel games due to weather will be made by Parks and Recreation staff. 
 
PLAYING COURTS 
League games will be played at John Hay, Lincoln Heights Elementary, Hillcrest, West Elementary, Talley-Ward, 
Union Heights or any other gymnasium designated by the Parks & Recreation Department. 
 
CARE OF FACILITIES  
There is to be no smoking in any gym; this includes the E-Cigs and other vapor or smokeless cigarettes. No food 
or drinks in any gym other than Talley-Ward. The other gyms utilized are the property of the Hamblen County 
school system, and we must comply with their rules. If you take food or drinks into those gyms, you may be 
asked to leave by the gym supervisor. All teams are responsible for keeping track of their own equipment, and 
are warned to not leave valuables in the dressing rooms. Players and/or teams damaging facilities will be 
indefinitely suspended, and/or face possible prosecution in a court of law.   
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SELECTION OF PLAYERS 
The players will be selected in a draft process by the managers. There will be a drawing to determine the draft 
order. Players who are not present at tryouts will be placed in a supplemental draft. The only exception to this 
rule will be the head coach’s son/daughter or brother/sister options. There will be a draft-to number for each 
league. That draft-to number will be the product of 2 added to the number of players retuning on the team with 
the most returning players. Each team will draft in order until they reach the draft-to number. Those teams 
reaching that number then not draft again until all teams reach that number.  
 
PLAYERS & COACHES 

1. Any boy or girl who will be at least seven (7) years old but who will not reach the age of seventeen (17) 
before January 1, 2017 will be eligible to play.      

2. Any boy or girl who is on a school team at any time during the current school year is not eligible to play.  
(This means if a player is on a school team and later quits the school team, or, on a youth team and later 
joins a school team, that player is still ineligible to play). 

3. Players must play on team he/she was drafted for until he/she becomes ineligible, quits or is released.   
4. All players must be residents of Hamblen County or must be enrolled in Hamblen County Schools. 
5. Players fighting will be suspended for a minimum of three games beginning the day suspended. Players 

will be permanently disqualified from the league for the second offense. Any player involved in any way 
is subject to suspension. 

6. Any player, team member, coach or team follower who uses profanity, misconduct, obscene language, 
constant griping, bickering, etc. will not be tolerated and will be subject to suspension from games and 
league play. 

7. Any player or coach who gets two (2) unsportsmanlike technical fouls in a game will automatically be 
disqualified from that game AND will be suspended for the next two (2) games. If a player or coach is 
disqualified a second time, he or she will be subject to a longer suspension. 

8. There will be a maximum of three (3) coaches on the bench with the team and only the head coach will 
be allowed to stand during the game. If a coach, assistant coach, or the bench receives an 
unsportsmanlike technical foul, all coaches will be restricted to sitting on the bench for the remainder of 
the game. 

9. Coaches will be allowed to be Head Coach of one (1) team only. They may serve as an assistant on 
another team, but they cannot be Head Coach of multiple teams. We will also not schedule around 
coaches who work with multiple teams. 

 
PLAYING TIME 
Each player present at the start of a game must start a quarter and play that entire, continuous quarter. This 
is a mandatory rule. PENALTY: The team found to have violated this rule shall forfeit the game. 
 
LENGTH OF GAME 

1. The quarters shall be eight (8) minutes in length in Boys 7-8 and 9-10 and in Girls 7-9. The quarters shall 
be ten (10) minutes in length in all other age groups. 

2. There will be one minute between quarters and five minutes between halves. 
3. The clock is stopped on team time outs, official time outs, injuries and technical fouls. Clock is stopped 

on all time outs and violations during the last two minutes of the game and all overtime periods which 
shall be two minutes in length. The clock will also be stopped when a player fouls out. It will be restarted 
when the substitute goes onto the floor.   

4. There will be a maximum of (2) overtime periods allowed per game, after which a tie game will be the 
final result.   
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GENERAL RULES 

1. Each team will be allowed four time outs per game. In case of overtime, each team will receive one extra 
time out added to their current total for each overtime period. 

2. Alternate possession on jump balls. 
3. Three-point baskets will be allowed in Boys 11-12, 13-14, 15-16, Girls 10-12 and 13-16 Leagues. 
4. Five (5) fouls, whether personal or technical, or a combination of each, disqualifies a player from the 

game. 
5. Free throws for one-plus-one (bonus) will be shot on the seventh (7th) foul of the half whether personal 

or technical or a combination of each. 
6. There shall be two (2) free throws for the tenth (10th) foul of each half and every foul thereafter.  
7. This also includes both personal and technical fouls. 
8. In the 7-9 girls and the 7-8 and 9-10 boys, there will be no defense in the backcourt allowed except in 

the last two (2) minutes of the fourth quarter. Also, a defensive team is not allowed to double team or 
trap and offensive player with the ball until that player has crossed the imaginary line across the top of 
the key.   

9. In all age groups, there will be no backcourt defense by a team that is ahead by 12 or more points. The 
defensive player in the front court must let the offensive player into the front court with both feet and 
the ball before he can play defense. This will be considered illegal defense. NOTE: Penalty for this 
infraction will be a warning for the first two violations (per team) in the game. Thereafter a technical 
foul will be called for each violation. All passes into the backcourt in Girls 7-9, Boys 7-8, Boys 9-10 and a 
team down by 12 or more points shall be a ‘free’ pass in with no illegal defense being played.  

10. The foul line shall be 12-feet in Girls 7-9, Boys 7-8 and 9-10 leagues. All other leagues will be 15-feet. 
11. PLAYERS WAITING TO PLAY IN A SECOND OR THIRD GAME ARE TO BE SEATED IN THE BLEACHERS UNTIL 

TIME FOR THEIR GAME. STAY OFF THE FLOOR!!! 
12. Bouncing of balls while other team is playing or practicing will not be permitted. All players must wear 

gym shoes!! NO TURF SHOES ALLOWED!! Coaches should make sure each player has the necessary 
equipment to play. 

13. Teams will warm up on the basket opposite their team bench and shoot at that basket in the first half, 
then switch for the second half. 

14. Teams are allowed to use their timeouts at the beginning of a game if they are waiting on a 5th player to 
arrive. Once the 4 timeouts are used, the team must have 5 players or the game is a forfeit. The clock 
operator will put one (1) minute on the clock and run it off until all time outs are exhausted. If a player 
fails to show in that time then the game will be ruled a forfeit. 

15. Players along free throw lane will be allowed to enter the lane when the free throw is released by the 
shooter. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Morristown Parks and Recreation Department Office 
 Phone: 423-586-0260, Fax: 423-318-1544 
  Website: www.mymorristown.com 
Casey Smith, Athletic Coordinator 
 Athletics Cell Phone: 423-312-7467 
  E-Mail: casey.smith@mymorristown.com 
Eric Hogue, Athletic Supervisor 
 Athletics Cell Phone: 423-736-2965 

E-Mail: ehogue@mymorristown.com 
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